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the Acting Civil Commissioner had returned carmed with
authority to proceed on these lines5.1 His continued efforts to
influence the policy of H.M. Government were due more to his
desire to make a final attempt to ensure the inclusion of Mosul
in the new state, his efforts in London having already proved
unsuccessful, than to any reaction to what he has inferred was a
novel policy suddenly put forward by H.M. Government.
The Acting Civil Commissioner had long considered the
inclusion of Mosul in 'Iraq as essential. Sir William Marshall's
strong action in completing the conquest of the Wilayet after
the Armistice had met with his approval.2 It had rounded out
Iraq geographically and had pushed back the Turks to a more
natural frontier. It had brought under British protection the
Christian population, including the Assyrians who, encouraged
by the Allies, had taken up arms against the Turks. It had put
the wilayet's economic resources, including its revenue, at
the disposal of the rest of 'Iraq of whose autonomous existence
without these potentialities, the Acting Civil Commissioner
was inclined to be sceptical. It gave Great Britain control of
oil resources which, if not wholly proven, were enough to
disturb the chancelleries of several nations and to produce the
petroleum clauses of the Anglo-German Agreement, 1914, the
Oil Agreement, May 15th-17th, 1916, and the Berenger-Long
Agreement, April i8th, igiQ.3
He saw little reason, other than the Sykes-Picot Agreement,
why 'Iraq and Great Britain should forego these advantages by
any post-war settlement. Inasmuch as Lloyd George had given
him to understand that the French claim to Mosul, under the
Sykes-Picot Agreement, had been settled as far as France was
concerned, he saw no justification for the non-extension of the
proposed new regime to the wilayet. Any serious attempt to
set up an Arab Administration would be followed by violent
1 Young, op. cit, p. 286.                      2 Wilson, op. cit., p. 22.
3 Also the San Remo Agreement, April 25th> 1920; Bnt. and For. St. Papers
cxin (1923), 350; Misc. No. ii (1920), Cmd. 675; see also H P.C.P., Vol. vi,
pp. 182-3; App. 2, Part I.